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July 2, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Mike Pompeo 

Secretary  

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin 

Secretary  

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20220 

 

Dear Secretaries Pompeo and Mnuchin: 

 

We write with regard to disturbing new evidence of forced sterilizations and other 

coercive measures used to curtail family size among ethnic Uyghurs in the Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region (XUAR) in the People’s Republic of China. These human rights abuses 

demand a response from the United States as well as the international community because 

evidence strongly indicates that the Chinese government is intentionally working to destroy and 

essentially wipe out Uyghur families, culture, and religious adherence and encouraging violence 

against women. Therefore, we urge you not only to condemn this heinous policy but also to 

sanction those Chinese officials responsible for these crimes. Furthermore, we ask that the 

Administration make an official determination as to whether the Chinese government is 

responsible for perpetrating atrocity crimes, including genocide, against Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and 

other Muslim ethnic minorities. 

  

The United States has made the prevention of genocide and other atrocity crimes a 

priority. The United States ratified the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 

Crime of Genocide in 1988, and enacted the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act 

(P.L.115-441), which formalized atrocity prevention and response as a priority under U.S. law in 

2019.  A public determination of the atrocity crimes being committed against Uyghurs will focus 

the Administration’s resources to address and expose offenses in the XUAR and demonstrate 

U.S. leadership to the international community. 

  

It also has been long-standing U.S. policy to ensure that Chinese government officials 

responsible for the coercive enforcement of population control policies are held to account (see 8 

U.S.C. 1182e). Given the egregious intent undergirding these policies in the XUAR, we ask that 

you impose Global Magnitsky Act sanctions for any individuals or entities complicit in the 

implementation of this policy, including as appropriate, government officials or entities working 

in partnership with the Ministry of Health or other government ministries. Chinese authorities 

responsible for forced sterilizations and other coercive measures targeting Uyghur women should 

not benefit from access to the United States or our financial systems. 

  

In addition to making a determination of the atrocity crimes, including crimes against 

humanity and genocide, and imposing sanctions, we also urge you to work with other concerned 

countries to support a United Nations (UN) initiative to examine and document Chinese 

government policies in the XUAR in light of its international obligations. In particular, our 

representatives should work with allies and partners to hold a UN Security Council briefing and 

to appoint a Special Rapporteur on the situation in the XUAR.    



2 
 

  

Evidence of violence against Uyghur women and coercive efforts to halt the growth of 

the Uyghur population in the XUAR requires strong U.S. leadership and international action.  

The Chinese government has committed horrific acts in the XUAR—including mass internment, 

family separations, forced labor and forced renunciations of faith—for far too long.  It is time for 

action. 

  

We stand ready to assist you in these efforts. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Marco Rubio 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

James P. McGovern 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Robert Menendez 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Christopher H. Smith 

Member of Congress 

 

____________________________ 

John Cornyn  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Eliot L. Engel 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Richard Blumenthal 

U.S. Senator 

 
______________________________ 

Michael T. McCaul  

Member of Congress 
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______________________________ 

Todd Young 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Thomas R. Suozzi 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Edward J. Markey 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Mike Gallagher 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Ben Sasse 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Brad Sherman 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Gary Peters 

U.S. Senator 

 

__________________________ 

Ted S. Yoho, D.V.M. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Marsha Blackburn  

U.S. Senator 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Jennifer Wexton 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Dianne Feinstein 

U.S. Senator 

_________________________ 

Jim Banks 

Member of Congress 
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_____________________________ 

John Boozman 

U.S. Senator 

 

____________________________ 

Ben McAdams 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

/s/ Robert P. Casey Jr.  

______________________________ 

Robert P. Casey Jr.  

U.S. Senator 

 

_____________________________ 

Joe Wilson 

Member of Congress 

 

_____________________________ 

Kevin Cramer 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Tom Malinowski 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Benjamin L. Cardin 

U.S. Senator 

 
____________________________ 

David P. Roe, M.D. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Steve Daines  

U.S. Senator 

____________________________ 

Ami Bera 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ Tim Kaine 

______________________________ 

Tim Kaine 

U.S. Senator 

_____________________________ 

Roger Marshall, M.D. 

Member of Congress 
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_____________________________ 

Pat Toomey 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Glenn Grothman 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Christopher A. Coons 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Ross Spano 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Tom Cotton 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Robert E. Latta 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Sherrod Brown 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Dan Newhouse 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Thom Tillis 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Vicky Hartzler 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 
 

______________________________ 

Jeffrey A. Merkley 

U.S. Senator 

______________________________ 

Brian Mast 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Jerry Moran 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Randy K. Weber 

Member of Congress 

 
_____________________________ 

Jacky Rosen 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Steve King 

Member of Congress 

 

______________________________ 

Josh Hawley  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Mario Díaz-Balart 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Patrick Leahy  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Steve Chabot 

Member of Congress 
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_____________________________ 

Susan M. Collins 

U.S. Senator 

_____________________________ 

Michael Waltz 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Richard J. Durbin 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Chip Roy 

Member of Congress 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Ted Cruz 

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Ron Wright 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

Kelly Loeffler 

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Doug Lamborn 

Member of Congress 

 

 
______________________________ 

John Thune  

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

H. Morgan Griffith 

Member of Congress 
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______________________________ 

Mitt Romney 

U.S. Senator 

______________________________ 

Brian Babin, D.D.S. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Russ Fulcher  

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Rick Scott  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 
 

______________________________ 

Guy Reschenthaler 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Jim Inhofe  

U.S. Senator 

 

 
______________________________ 

Peter Olson 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Rob Portman  

______________________________ 

Rob Portman  

U.S. Senator 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Ted Budd  

Member of Congress 
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______________________________ 

James Lankford  

U.S. Senator 

_____________________________ 

Michael Cloud 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Mike Braun  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mike Rounds  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Deb Fischer  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
______________________________ 

Joni K Ernst  

U.S. Senator 

 

 

 

 

 

 


