
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM  

R O U N D T A B L E 
Washington, D.C. 

 
September 9, 2015 

 

The Honorable Bob Corker 
Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee  

423 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Ben Cardin 
Ranking Member, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Corker and Ranking Member Cardin, 

 

 We write as an informal group of organizations and individuals who are scholars, 
religious leaders, human rights advocates and practitioners to urge you to facilitate the swift 

passage of S. 1798, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF) Reauthorization Act of 2015. This bill was introduced and referred to the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee on July 16, 2015, and we are hopeful that it will pass the Senate, 

with bipartisan support, before USCIRF’s current authorization expires on September 30, 2015. 
  

 While there is very little we agree on theologically, or politically, we all agree on the 
importance of international religious freedom. It strengthens cultures and provides the foundation 

for stable democracies and their components, including civil society, economic growth, and 

social harmony. As such, it is also the ultimate counter-terrorism weapon, pre-emptively 
undermining religious extremism. 

 
Religious freedom is a principle upon which our country was founded, and its promotion 

is a significant factor in U.S. national security and related global interests. As Secretary of State 

John Kerry recently stated, “Attacks on religious freedom are therefore both a moral and a 
strategic national security concern for the United States.”  

 
Since its inception in the landmark 1998 International Religious Freedom Act, USCIRF 

has been vital to elevating the promotion of religious freedom in U.S. foreign policy. For those 

who have worked most closely with the Commission it has been a consistent and reliable voice 
for people around the globe who desire nothing more than to peacefully worship and live out 

their faith according to the dictates of their conscience. USCIRF can be counted upon to give an 
unvarnished view of the state of religious freedom in any given country regardless of the 

complexities of the bilateral relationship between our respective governments.  

 
Further, since USCIRF’s reauthorization in 2011, we have greatly appreciated the 

renewed voice and leadership of USCIRF’s Commissioners and the expertise and diligence of its 
professional, nonpartisan staff.  
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We believe S. 1798 strengthens USCIRF’s mandate and the tools at its disposal, while 

providing a much-needed six-year authorization at a critical time when assaults on religious 
freedom around the world are systemic and growing. In fact, the current state of international 

religious freedom is one of deepening crisis—according to the Pew Research Center’s latest 
annual study on global restrictions on religion, 77% of the world’s population live in countries 

with a high or very high overall level of restriction on religion in 2013, up from 76% in 2012 and 

68% in 2007.  
 

You may be aware that S. 1798 is not the only USCIRF reauthorization bill pending in 
the Senate. S. 1860, the Further Independence of Religion for Security and Tolerance Freedom 

Act of 2015, was also introduced last month. But we believe S. 1798 is better suited to advance 

freedom of religion or belief. While S. 1860 includes significant refugee-related provisions that 
many of us support, some of these provisions are part of an ongoing debate which is unlikely to 

be resolved prior to the rapidly-approaching expiration of USCIRF’s current authorization. As 
such, we believe consideration of such provisions should be delinked from the current 

reauthorization process. Additionally, many of the USCIRF-related provisions in S. 1860 are 

deeply concerning and could potentially undermine USCIRF’s vital work.  
  

The most effective way to ensure the continuity of USCIRF’s essential mandate to 
protect and promote religious freedom worldwide is for the Senate to pass, in a timely fashion, S. 

1798.   

 
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working with you to accomplish 

this purpose. 
   

Respectfully, 

 
Chris Seiple, Ph.D. 

Chairman of the Board, Institute for Global Engagement 
Co-Chair, International Religious Freedom Roundtable 

 

Greg Mitchell 
President, The Mitchell Firm 

Co-Chair, International Religious Freedom Roundtable 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 
21st CENTURY WILBERFORCE INITIATIVE 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN VIETNAM 

 

ADVOCATES INTERNATIONAL 
 

AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY USA 
 

AMERICAN ANGLICAN COUNCIL 
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AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION 
 

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN BAHRAIN 
 

ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

 
BAHÁ’ÍS OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
BOAT PEOPLE SOS 

 

CHINA AID 
 

CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL (CSI) 
 

CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY WORLDWIDE – UK 

 
CHURCH OF SCIENTOLGY NATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE 

 
COALITION FOR A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC VIETNAM 

 

CON DAU PARISHIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 

COPTIC SOLIDARITY 
 

COUNCIL ON GLOBAL SECURITY 

 
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 
EUROPEAN INTERRELIGIOUS FORUM FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (EIFRF) 

 

FAITH AND FREEDOM COALITION 
 

FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL 
 

FEDERATION OF INDIAN AMERICAN CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS (FIACONA) 

 
HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENSE ASSOCIATION (HSLDA) 

 
HUMAN RIGHTS LAW FOUNDATION 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS WITHOUT FRONTIERS INTERNATIOAL (BRUSSELS) 
 

IN DEFENSE OF CHRISTIANS 
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INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT 

 
INSTITUTE ON RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY 

 
INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR RELIGION & DIPLOMACY 

 

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONCERN 
 

INTERNATIONAL COALITION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION 

 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS 

 

INTERNATIONAL UYGHUR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY FOUNDATION 
 

JUBILEE CAMPAIGN USA 
 

LAW AND LIBERTY TRUST 

 
MISSION EURASIA 

 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 

 

NINEVAH COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
 

NORTH AMERICAN RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION 
 

OPEN DOORS USA 

 
POPULAR COUNCIL OF THE CAO DAI RELIGION – OVERSEAS OFFICE 

 
QUEENS FEDERATION OF CHURCHES NEW YORK 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM COALITION 
 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX AUTONOMOUS CHURCH OF AMERICA 
 

SHIA RIGHTS WATCH 

 
TAHRIR INSTITUTE FOR MIDDLE EAST POLICY 

 
UNION OF COUNCILS FOR JEWS IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION 

 



 5 

UNITED MACEDONIAN DIASPORA 

 
UYGHUR AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

 
VENN INSTITUTE 

 

Individuals 

With title and organization for identification purposes 
 

C Naseer Ahmad 

 
Mustafa Akhwand 

Executive Director 
Shia Rights Watch 

 

The Rt. Rev. Roger C. Ames 
Bishop, Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes 

Anglican Church in North America 
 

The Rt. Reverend David C. Anderson 
President and Chairman of the Board 

American Anglican Council 

 
The Rev. Canon J. Philip Ashey 

Chief Executive Officer 
American Anglican Council 

 

Stephen Baskerville 
Professor of Government 

Patrick Henry College 
 

The Most Reverend Dr. Foley Beach 

Archbishop 
Anglican Church in North America 

 
Dr. Robert D. Benne  

Jordan Trexler Professor Emeritus and Research Associate 

Religion and Philosophy 
Roanoke College 

 
Rev. John F. Bradosky 

Presiding Bishop 

North American Lutheran Church 
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Ann Buwalda 

Executive Director 
Jubilee Campaign USA 

 
The Rev. Mark C. Chavez 

General Secretary 

North American Lutheran Church 
 

Dr. Ron Crews 
CH (COL) USA Retired 

Executive Director 

Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty 
 

Carey Davino 
Human Rights Attorney 

 

Michael P. Donnelly, Esq. 
Director, Global Outreach 

Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) 
 
The Most Revd Robert Duncan, D.D. 

Anglican Bishop of Pittsburgh 

Archbishop Emeritus, Anglican Church in North America 
 

Prof. W. Cole Durham, Jr. 
Director 

International Center for Law and Religion Studies 

Brigham Young University Law School 
 

Dan Fefferman 
President 

International Coalition for Religious Freedom 

 
John Gallagher 

President & CEO 
Institute for Global Engagement 

 

Charles Gardner 
Washington Representative 

Community of Sant'Egidio 
 

Dr. Bob Garrett 

Director, MA in Global Leadership 
Dallas Baptist University 
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Brian J. Grim, Ph.D. 

President 
Religious Freedom & Business Foundation 

 
The Rt. Reverend John Guernsey 

Bishop, Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic 

Anglican Church in North America 
 

Os Guinness 
Author 

 

Dr. Matthew Harrison 
President 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
 

The Most Reverend Mark Haverland 

Archbishop and Metropolitan 
The Anglican Catholic Church 

 
Lauren Homer 

Attorney at Law 

Homer International Law 
Law and Liberty Trust 

 
Dr. Joel C. Hunter 

Senior Pastor 

Northland, A Church Distributed 
 

The Rt. Reverend Jack L. Iker 
Bishop of Fort Worth 

Anglican Church in North America 

 
Dr. Douglas M. Johnston 

President 
International Center for Religion & Diplomacy 

 

Amjad Mahmood Khan 
National Director of Public Affairs 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA 
 

Jeff King 

President 
International Christian Concern 
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Kody Kness 

Vice President 
China Aid 

 
Carmen Fowler LaBerge 

Chair 

Common Ground Christian Network (CGCN) 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Lambrecht 
Vice President and General Manager 

Forum for Scriptural Christianity 

The Woodlands, TX 
 

The Rt. Rev. Neil G. Lebhar 
Bishop, Gulf Atlantic Diocese 

Anglican Church in North America 

 
Larry Lerner 

President 
Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union 

 

Rev. N. J. L'Heureux, Jr. 
Executive Director 

Queens Federation of Churches 
 

The Rt. Rev. Richard W. Lipka 

Suffragan Bishop of the Missionary Diocese of All Saints 
Anglican Church in North America 

 
Terri M. Marsh 

Executive Director 

Human Rights Law Foundation 
 

Brent McBurney 
President & CEO 

Advocates International 

 
Faith J. H. McDonnell 

Director 
Religious Liberty Program 

Institute on Religion and Democracy 

 
Rev. Johnnie Moore 

President, The KAIROS Company 
Author, Defying ISIS 
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Russell Moore 

President 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 

 
Scott Morgan 

President 

Red Eagle Enterprises 
 

Brian F. O’Connell 
President & CEO 

REACT Services 

 
The Rt. Rev'd Dr. Felix Orji, OSB 

Diocesan Bishop  
Missionary Diocese of CANA West 

Anglican Church in North America 

 
Melissa Ortiz 

Founder & Principal 
Able Americans 

 

Star Parker 
President 

Center for Urban Renewal and Education (CURE) 
 

Ellen Sauerbrey 

Former Assist Secretary of State 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 

President George W. Bush Administration 
 

Alim Seytoff, Esq. 

President 
Uyghur American Association 

 
Nina Shea 

Director of the Center for Religious Freedom 

Hudson Institute 
 

J. Michael Smith 
President 

Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) 
 

Roy Speckhardt 
Executive Director 

American Humanist Association  
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Rev. Sue Taylor 

National Public Affairs Director 
Church of Scientology National Affairs Office 

 
Mark Tooley 

President 

Institute on Religion and Democracy 
 

Richard Viguerie 
Chairman 

Conservative HQ.com 

 
William C. Walsh 

Human Rights Attorney 
Bisceglie & Walsh 

 


